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WELCOME TO ANY OF YOU VISITING US FOR THE FIRST TIME!

Please announce yourself to one of our welcomers and sign in the welcome book
so that we get to know you by name! Also, please introduce yourself to one of the
Churchwardens. St Guthlac’s is YOUR local church. We feel part of the local
community and we hope that you will feel part of the church community. We have
a welcome sheet: please ask for one if it is not handed to you on arrival.
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES AND MEETINGS

Monday 20" 7.00pm Worship Committee meeting

Tuesday 21°% 6.30pm Christmas cake icing

Wednesday 22" 7.30pm Choir practice

Thursday 23" 9.30am Holy Communion, Celebrant: Revd. Neil Bullen
Thursday 23" 6.45pm Knighton Players rehearsal

Sunday 26" 10.30am Communion for All, President & Preacher:

Wednesday 29" 7.30pm

Revd. Neil Bullen
Choir practice at St. Mary’s

Thursday 30" 9.30am Holy Communion, Celebrant: Revd. Adrian Jones

Thursday 30" 6.45pm Knighton Players rehearsal

December

Friday 1% 9.20am Set up church for Fayre

Saturday 2" 10.00am Christmas Fayre

Sunday 3 10.30am Communion for All, President & Preacher:
Revd. Neil Bullen

Wednesday 6" 7.30pm Choir practice

Thursdax 7" 9.30am Holy Communion, Celebrant: Revd. Neil Bullen

Friday 9' 9.30am Advent Prayer Meeting

Friday 9" 1.30pm Memory Café

Sunday 10" 10.30am Communion for All, President & Preacher:
Revd. Adrian Jones

Sunday 10" 5.00pm Christingle

Tuesday 12" 6.30pm Advent Prayer Meeting

Wednesday 13" 7.30pm

Choir practice at St. Guthlac’s

Thursday 14" 9.30am Holy Communion, Celebrant: Revd. Adrian Jones
Friday 15" 7.30pm Choir practice at St. Mary’s

Sunday 17" 10.30am Nativity Gift Service

Sunday 17" 6.30pm Nine Lessons & Carols at St. Mary’s

Tuesday 19" 6.30pm Advent Prayer Meeting

Wednesday 20"  7.30pm

Nine Lessons & Carols at St. Guthlac’s

THANK YOU Very many thanks to all the clergy who are generously giving their
time to officiate at our services.

FOR YOUR PRAYERS We have been asked to keep Susan Ellson, Leigh
Wingate, Amy, Dan and baby Ben, Chanchal Barber and her daughter Nita,
Chris Ellis, Ann Spring, Alison Prior and Bill & Ann Ibbs in our prayers. For
other prayer requests, please speak to one of the churchwardens.

CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE As in previous years, we will be raffling a
Christmas Hamper again this year. If you would like to donate an item towards the
hamper, please indicate what you would like to give on the list in the welcome
area. As the hamper will be displayed at the Christmas Fayre, items need to be
brought to church by 26th November please. Thank you.
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Leadership at St Guthlac’s

Every voice is important: Please help through your prayers & your views.
Over the past month David, Tina, Jane and Lesley (the Standing Committee of the
PCC) have met twice with Adrian to begin to develop a Parish Profile. As a first
step they have been considering the current work of St Guthlac’s; our abilities,
skills and interests as well as the things we would like to improve, to support the
worship and mission at St Guthlac’s in the future. From this they have produced a
SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats). This has been
seen by the PCC and we would now welcome your comments on this analysis.

You should have received a copy of the SWOT analysis and we would be grateful
if you could add your comments to the sheet and then return it to the box in the
welcome area by Wednesday December 20th; you may add your name if you
wish but it is not necessary.

We aim to have a clear idea of what we all hope St Guthlac’s will do in the future
by 21st January when Archdeacon Tim will come to take the communion service
and talk over our views. Following this we will think about the leadership needed
by St Guthlac’s to help us achieve our aims. We plan to do this in consultation
with the congregation by Easter.

There will also be special opportunities to pray for guidance as part of three
Advent prayer meetings, see below for dates. Churchwardens

ADVENT REFLECTIONS: Advent provides a time to reflect and prepare. On one
level we prepare for the coming of Christ as an infant but also for his coming
again. This year Advent gives us, the family of St Guthlac’s, a chance to reflect
and prepare for a new phase of our journey in Christ in this place. As a church we
need to be thinking about where God is calling us and what is important to us in
our Christian life. The Churchwardens and PCC have started the process but it is
important that all of us take time to think carefully and prayerfully about this.

To support this very important work our Advent reflections will this year allow time
to focus on the future direction and leadership of St Guthlac’s using the themes of
HOPE, LIGHT and JOY. They will be a short service of readings, prayer and time
to think. Please do try to come one:

Friday 8th December 9.30am

Tuesday 12th December 6.30pm

Tuesday 19th December 6.30pm

FOR THE NEWSLETTER Please send material to be included in the next newsletter by
Thursday 10pm to administrator@stguthlac-knighton.co.uk
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THE PROVOST DEREK HOLE LECTURE This year’s lecture takes place on
Monday 20 November at 6 pm in the Ken Edwards Building lecture theatre 1 at
the University of Leicester. The speaker will be the Reverend Canon Dr Giles
Fraser, Priest-in-Charge of St Mary, Newington, in South London. He is also a
columnist for the Guardian and a panellist on Radio 4's THE MORAL MAZE. The
title of his Lecture will be: Theology and Refugees: some thoughts and reflections.

MOTHERS UNION We meet again on Tuesday, 28th November at 2.15 p.m. in
the Parish Centre Lounge,and look forward to welcoming back local artist Olwen
Hughes, who will bring a selection of her amazing drawings, and speak about her
career. Please remember to bring along payment for your Christmas Luncheon
(£16.50) if you have not already paid.

CHRISTMAS FAYRE Sat. 2nd December 10-1pm. We are starting to collect
items for the fayre. If you have any unwanted, unopened gifts and bottles for the
tombola, homemade preserves and pickles or handicrafts please can you leave
them at the back of church. PLEASE SIGN THE LIST IN THE WELCOME AREA
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP IN ANY WAY ON 1°" OR 2ND DECEMBER.
Thank you.

MEMORY CAFE ST GUTHLAC’S KNIGHTON This informal cafe is for people,
living at home, with dementia and memory loss with their families/carers. The cafe
provides an opportunity to meet up, share experiences and learn in a socially
supportive and friendly environment. Refreshments are provided. The cafe is
supported by the Alzheimer’s Society.

The next session on 8th December 1.30 — 3.00pm will have a Christmas theme
and will include singing and simple exercises. If you know someone who would be
helped by this cafes please let them know.

For further information please call Nita Devabhai on 0116 231 6926

WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS TIME CHARITY CONCERT Suzie O’Neill-Turner
(nee Christie) and Grace Pepper are hosting a Christmas concert in aid of the
Alzheimer’s Society at St Mary's on December 9th at 7pm. The tickets are on
the door at £5 for an adult; £3.50 for child over ten and under 10’s free and
refreshments will be provided. All welcome.

A ROUGH SLEEPER REPORTED IN ST MARY MAGDALEN CHURCH!

On the night of Wed 20th Dec Revd Neil will be ‘rough sleeping’ in the church, not
because his wife Jackie has kicked him out, but to raise awareness of the plight of
the many homeless people in our society. This will be part of the Church Urban
Fund’'s ‘Advent Sleepout Challenge 2017'.For further details please see:
https://www.sleepoutchallenge.org.uk/

If you would like to support Neil in this endeavour, there is a sponsorship sheet at
the back of church or you may even consider joining Neil and raising your own
sponsorship for this very worthwhile course (please speak to Neil about this).
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